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The past two years of living in this village has gone by so fast. Having grown up in cities
all my life, being thrown into the countryside provided me with many new experiences and chal-
lenges. Without a car or many people I know, I was lonely at times. Gradually I started going to
more events and meeting people so I started feeling like I was part of the community. I feel like
Minami Yamashiro Village is my home now and I am sad to leave.
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Some of my favorite memories are Kasagi’s Momiji Matsuri, Wazuka’s Teatopia Festi-
val, and Tayama’s Hana Odori. I have grown to love being surrounded by nature and seeing the
change between seasons. I have gotten to plant rice, pick tea leaves, and harvest shiitake. What I
will treasure most is my time teaching the students here. I hope that I have been able to make stu-
dents enjoy learning English and become more interested in other countries. I would like to thank
everyone in the Souraku district for being so welcoming towards me. I’m not sure where I will
end up after this job, but I hope to visit Minami Yamashiro Village again someday in the future. e
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